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Europa darf die Menschen nicht noch mehr entmachten

Andreas GROSS, Schweiz, SOC

Herr Prasident,
meine Damen und Herren!

Die Bezeichnung ,Progress Report* oder ,Rapporttvée” ist eigent-
lich ein Euphemismus. Was wir in den letzten drerlsiten erlebt haben
und was uns in allen Gremien (dem Buro, den Koniones) beschéaf-
tigt hat, sind drei Katastrophen. Besser ware @eehnung ,Desaster-
Bericht"!

Wir mussen uns damit auseinandersetzen, weshdhzesgekommen
ist, warum wir diese Krisen nicht ohne humanitaegastrophen bewalti-
gen konnten und was wir daraus lernen kénnen. @ehta ich in mei-
ner Einfihrung tun. Fir alle Details verweise ich &uf die schriftlich
vorliegenden, sehr ausfthrlichen Berichte, in desngsgefuhrt wird, wie
wir versucht haben, dies zu bewaltigen.

Am Ende der Juni-Sitzung befanden wir uns mittedanhumanitaren
Katastrophe, welche Griechenland in der Folge dearfz- und Schul-
denkrise erfasst hatte. Uns lagen Bilder und Be&zialis Griechenland
vor, die eine in Europa bisher unvorstellbare Sitmazeigten. 30-40%
der Griechen sind verelendet, und das in Folge dirteder Krisenbe-
waltigung, zu der sie nichts zu sagen hatten.

Dagegen wehrten sich die Griechen: Bereits im Janéhlten sie eine
Oppositionsregierung, die erst in einem Volkserggthind nun im Sep-
tember erneut bestétigt wurde. Doch letztlich kenrdie an der Art, wie
sie behandelt wurden, nichts &ndern, weil die Deataknicht bis dort-
hin reicht, wo darliber entschieden wird, wie mi déenschen umge-
gangen wird. Das ist einer der Punkte, die ich @ufmen méochte.

Frei sein heil3t ja, dass man Uber sein eigenes Lralientscheiden
kann, und die Demokratie sollte die Institutionew Werfahren dafir
zur Verfiigung stellen. In der Griechenlandkrisedss nicht funktio-
niert.

Zweitens waren wir im Juni immer noch bei der Beigéhg der Flicht-
lingswelle, die vor allem tber das Mittelmeer n&thiopa kam; bereits



iIm ersten Halbjahr 2015 waren es etwa 300 000 Memsdas Mittel-
meer wurde zu einem Massengrab: Etwa 1% der Fliagetkertrank -
eine absolute Katastrophe und Europas unwirdig.

Man darf nicht sagen, alle diese Menschen seietsttiaftsflichtlinge
gewesen. Zudem haben wir auch gegenuber Wirtsdiiafiiingen eine
Verantwortung. Wir missen uns dessen bewusstd&ss,der Kapital-
abfluss aus Afrika nach Europa jahrlich 50 MilliardDollar betragt —
viel mehr, als alle Zahlungen fur Entwicklungshiliége wir nach Afrika
schicken.

Oft verkaufen wir hoch subventionierte Landwirtsdbgiiter nach Af-
rika, sodass die Menschen dort nicht in der Lage, shre eigenen Pro-
dukte im Inland so zu verkaufen, dass sie davoenddnnen.

Das heil3t also, auch diese katastrophalen Zustdreejr nicht in einer
menschenwirdigen Art bewaltigen kénnen, haben enitbinserem ei-
genen Verhalten zu tun, und wir fihlen uns ohnmggctte Ursachen,
welche diese Flichtlingsstrome auslosen, zu bessén.

Zu diesen beiden Krisen kam eine dritte: Plotzlidrem es nicht mehr
nur einige Tausend Menschen, die bis an die Tore Bareprgestol3en
waren, sondern gegenwartig etwa eine halbe Millishandelt sich um
eindeutige Kriegsflichtlinge aus Syrien, die ingéVon rein politischen
Aktivitaten fliehen mussten und absolut die Krigerder Genfer Kon-
ventionen erftllen.

Dennoch wurden sie nicht aufgenommen, sondern rardingas, Sta-
cheldraht und Polizei von Europa abgewiesen. Zwsiathtten die Re-
gierungen dartber, wie vorzugehen sei, und lieféerdessen die
Flichtlinge im Elend. Das anderte sich erst, alsallem in Deutsch-
land, die Zivilgesellschaft zu reagieren begann. &asn schwenkte die
Regierung um und entwickelte eine ,,Aufnahmekultur*.

Nachdem viele Menschen aufgenommen wurden, igt§ebon wieder
die Rede davon, dass die Aufnahme beschrankt istmiissen uns be-
wusst sein, dass die Turkei mit ihren 74 MillioriE&nwohnern bereits
zwei Millionen Fluchtlinge aufgenommen hat, undgdsr Libanon, ge-
messen an seiner Einwohnerzahl, 25% FlichtlingeJbadanien etwa
10%. Europa dagegen ist nicht einmal fahig, mieehmalben Million
umzugehen!

Das zeigt m.E., dass wir in Europa nicht Uber dstitutionen verfiigen,
die wir brauchen, um dem Willen der Menschen geregtwerden und
jene in der Menschenrechtskonvention festgelegtert&\u garantie-
ren, die wir am Sonntag predigen und auf die valzssind, namlich,



dass jeder Mensch, wenn er europaischen Bodettt bgéschiitzt ist und
wurdig behandelt werden muss, so, wie wir das figr selbst beanspru-
chen.

Auch fehlen uns die Institutionen, die uns erlaylmem Konflikten unter
uns so umzugehen, dass sie nicht riskieren, Eunagereander zu spren-
gen.

Wir brauchen also eine neue Ordnung in und aufiedeal EU, um diese
Anspriche zu realisieren. Jetzt sage niemand, eles den Europarat
nichts an! Der Europarat war urspriinglich als \estegsgebende Ver-
sammlung fur die européaische Integration gedachthNler Erfahrung
des Krieges wollten von Anfang Einige hier die Denatile auch auf
transnationaler Ebene einrichten. Diese Notwendigieide durch die
Globalisierung, und erst recht den Euro, unterstrich

Das Problem des Euro ist es eben, dass das feklgsvaraucht, um un-
sere Gemeinschaftswahrung nicht zu einem Spalteraahen, sondern
zu einem nutzbringenden Instrument fir alle: ziB.ggémeinsame Wirt-
schafts- und Steuerpolitik. Diese Einrichtung demidkratie auch auf
europdaischer Ebene ist notwendig, damit wir diesétutionen bilden
konnen, die die entsprechende Legitimitat haben.

Denn das lUberzeugt die Menschen: Wenn sie mit dextisghen Mit-
teln auch auf europaischer Ebene Einfluss nehmenekismd sie nicht
gegen mehr Europa.

Wenn jedoch mehr Europa bedeutet, dass die Mensaednmehr ent-
machtet werden, dass noch mehr tber ihre Képfedgnmd nicht in ih-
rem Interesse entschieden wird, dann sind sie @ageg

Dieses Dilemma hat sich innerhalb der letzten Eli@nate dreimal ge-
zeigt. Deshalb sollten wir endlich den Mut habeasés Problem zu er-
kennen und anzupacken.

Es gilt, nicht nur Vaclav Havel nach seinem Tod dafiifoben, dass er
sagte, wir kommen nur weiter, wenn wir uns auclhagen, die Sterne
am Himmel zu sehen — wir missen den Mut aufbrindes, auch in un-
sere Arbeit einflie3en lassen.

Das ist die Lehre, die wir aus den drei humanit#atastrophen der
letzten drei Monate ziehen kdnnen.

Vielen Dank.



THE PRESIDENT* — Thank you, Mr Gross. You have five ates re-
maining to answer questions.

The next speaker is Mr lwski, who will speak on behalf of the Socialist
Group.

Mr IWINSKI (Poland)— | welcome Mr Gross’s substantial report, in
which he gives us a written tour d’horizon of ther&u and Standing
Committee’s activities over a turbulent three manth

It is good that our Assembly is observing election$urkey, Belarus,
Kyrgyzstan and, despite some doubts, in Azerbaf\arapporteur on
Azerbaijan, | recall the popular oriental provenhttit is always better to
see once clearly than to hear something 100 times.

Our rapporteur is right to hint that we are livingchaotic times: the
continuing stalemate in Ukraine, the complicatédation in the Middle
East, the abundance of failed states such as Llitagg,Syria and
Yemen, the terrible activities of Daesh/ISIS, whilsh former Australian
Prime Minister, Tony Abbott, recognised as beingsedhan fascism,
the destabilisation of several African countried #re rise in terrorist
acts present a gloomy picture.

In addition there are secessionist tendencies &anSmd the UK and,
last but not least, the huge migration and refugyeses in Europe. The
British novelist, Terry Pratchett, who died recendigid that chaos over-
comes order because it is better organised. WeeiCobuncil of Europe,
in co-operation with other international organisasi, should do every-
thing possible properly to tackle these enormowdlehges. Our Presi-
dent rightly emphasised today that we need not svbud concrete ac-
tions.

The so-called Islamic State is a serious problemitlsia fundamental
mistake to focus solely on it without taking intccaunt the context in
which it was established and operates. Daesh’gitgciind the civil war
in Syria are the main sources of the enormous esfurgflux into Eu-
rope. The gradual disintegration of order in theldifie East is a crucial
feature of all these issues. The emergence of isl8tate is the effect
and not the primary cause and is living proof @f $icale of the prob-
lems. The fight against Daesh is extremely difficatit militarily but
politically. No realistic plan exists for sustait@lstabilisation of the re-
gion following the putative defeat, other than Yague chance of Amer-
ican-Russian co-operation.

At this historic moment European leaders cannotafto be afraid of
refugees. The human cost of the crisis is appadlimd)jsome politicians



fear the burden that migrants will impose on lamahmunities and tax-
payers. Other politicians fear extremists masquegaas genuine refu-
gees. Many politicians are, above all, scared bfipwpinion, which re-
mains unsure and hostile to the prospect of stlevmigrants from war-
torn countries, especially if they practise thdaidnt religion of Islam.

The Council of Europe’s main task is to changeuatés to migrants. We
need a dialogue of civilisations, not a clash wilisations. Many years
ago | collaborated with Samuel Huntington, who editthe notion of a
clash of civilisations. This is the biggest threstihg us today.

THE PRESIDENT* — Thank you, Mr Iviski. | give the floor to Mr
Conde, who will speak on behalf of the Group of Hueopean People’s
Party.

Mr CONDE (Spain)— | absolutely agree with the rapporteur, Mr Gross
My group is concerned about all the points madéhbyrapporteur and
by Mr Iwinski. | wish to emphasise that on behalf of my group

THE PRESIDENT* — | call Mr Xucla to speak on behalftioé Alliance
of Liberals and Democrats for Europe.

Mr XUCLA* (Spain) - thank Mr Gross for his report, which focused
on the key issue that will dominate this week’sateb, namely the ques-
tion of migration. He raised the most importantead@nd went to the
root of the problem. We need to take into accowntadspects. We are
seeing the end of the colonial borders of the Midekst, which is one of
three areas that are especially in flux: first, Badkans, which had to be
readjusted during the 1990s; secondly, the Caugaadsthirdly, the
Middle East. The future borders of the Middle Eastupredictable.

We will also discuss migration in the light of anved religion between
the Sunnis and the Shiites. It is not just diffiduit impossible to take
sides in such a war. It is difficult for me to takdes in wars of religion
stemming from affiliation to Mohammed. Wars of gatin have been
very protracted in the past and this one probalilybe, too. The Coun-
cil of Europe needs to provide a response. We reeptbivide a humani-
tarian response rather than a merely military respoThe military re-
sponse must take into account the errors of thasiow of Iraq and those
made in Libya. Exporting democracy as if it werd fasd — fast democ-
racy — is not a straightforward endeavour and dfi@ncounterproduc-
tive effects. We must consider how to develop #sponse, not only to
Islamic State but to those who are driving thegeés in the Balkans
and elsewhere and to those who are likely to joenrainks of the migra-
tory movement heading towards prosperous, rich fiuro



| asked to speak on behalf of my group becausesttiie last plenary
session where we will be working with Mr Gross, kbsader of the So-
cialist Group, who has decided not to stand inelleetions in Switzer-
land on 18 October. On behalf of my group, but asmy own name, |
thank him very sincerely for the many years of dation he has put into
our institution and our Parliamentary Assembly. Nége not always
agreed. Sometimes we have disagreed profoundly,rbust
acknowledge that he has always come to the dewdtesremendous in-
tellectual honesty. Sometimes he has been irritatezh party interests
came into play. Sometimes we have disagreed betaus@s trying to
find the best rapporteurs when they often havetecfrom a particular
political party. More often than not, he was rightd we were wrong.

Mr Gross, you refer to yourself as a social dentoana | am not going
to discuss the definition thereof, but | think tlgati are also a liberal
radical, in the light of European history. That isete we have worked
together, and | say this with positive thoughtsniind in referring to rad-
icalism. Thank you very much for all your endeavdorghe benefit of
the Council of Europe.

THE PRESIDENT* — | call Mr Chope to speak on behalftraf Euro-
pean Conservatives Group.

Mr CHOPE(United Kingdom) -4 should like immediately to follow up
what Jordi Xucla said about Andy Gross, who haghime a lot. |
learned some good lessons and some bad onesatouwdry grateful to
him for the contribution that he has made, andinaes to make, to this
Assembly.

It is a great pleasure to follow Jordi Xucla beeuhiring the period we
are considering in this progress report, he lecptieeelectoral mission to
Azerbaijan. That mission produced a unanimous repedmmending to
the Bureau that we send a full contingent of meb@monitor the
elections in Azerbaijan. | was delighted this mogniihat that report was
overwhelmingly endorsed by the Bureau, as | hopellibe by the As-
sembly later this afternoon.

Andy Gross referred to the rule of law and the lat&rder in Europe.
One example is the manifest failure of so manyhefEuropean institu-
tions to apply the rule of law in their own cadestecent days, we have
had information relating to the failure of the Eugap Union to be frank
and open with the people of Europe about the earisdrom vehicles
into the atmosphere. That issue is of great sicamite to Assembly
members who are concerned about the environmenbKtan American
organisation to investigate this and discover thatEuropean Union had
not been complying with its own rules. Basicallye European Union



seems to have known that it was not complying w&tlown rules and
covered up the situation in order to feather-bgdittomotive industry.
That feather-bedding of industry and the failureécoutward-looking
are contributing to the problems in Africa and othlaces from where
people are trying to come to Europe.

| said this before in this Chamber: many years &jwis Patten, a for-
mer European Commissioner, when asked what shouddmeto reduce
migratory flows from North Africa, said “Start bung their tomatoes.”
The European Union should be setting an exampleeh onarkets, lack
of regulation, lack of self-interest and the desirepen up trade with the
rest of the world. Unfortunately, the mentalitynmany European Union
member countries is quite the reverse — it is ptmwist. As the rappor-
teur said, the result is that people have to coom Africa to Europe to
earn a living rather than we in Europe, with ouoisty consumer econ-
omy, purchasing goods that they have made or farm#éxgeir home
countries.

That is a fundamental issue that needs to be addi@ssre coherently,
but it also has a lot to do with the rule of lawe\8hall discuss tomorrow
the failure of the European Union to apply its owles relating to the
Dublin Convention, which makes it clear that if peocome into a
country from outside, that country has an obligatm register their pres-
ence. If they wish to seek asylum, they have t& ssglum in that coun-
try. If they subsequently try to seek asylum elsenghthey should be re-
turned under the provisions of the Dublin Convamtibhat has not been
applied. It is a fundamental failure to apply owmnorules and it is setting
another bad example. We believe in the rule ofitathis Assembly and
we need to ensure that it is applied a lot moresistently.

THE PRESIDENT* — | call Mr Kox to speak on behalf bétGroup of
the Unified European Left.

Mr KOX (Netherlands) -As the other speakers have noted, today Andy
Gross defends his last report to the Assemblg. dtiemarkable moment
in our Assembly’s history. He is still with us beisa he will chair our
very important election observation mission to Tyrkad report back in
Sofia to the Standing Committee.

Somewhat cynically, we call this report our progre=sport, but Andreas
would be among the first to state that not muclymss has been made
in recent times. We are in certain respects notingoforwards but back-
wards. | know how much this makes our rapporteuryvadle has often
talked about our being meant to be the schooléonatracy but fre-
guently appearing to be the hospital for democrkoy.example, after
years of progress in electoral processes in ourlreei®tates, we now



observe backward developments. Freedom of speedddm of assem-
bly and freedom from fear in casting votes arejuote our rapporteur,
the gasoline for democratic elections. Without éhfseedoms, elections
become meaningless. Andreas Gross has observed thefmost elec-
tions among us, often as a chair but always vergimmwvolved. We will
miss his experience in this Assembly. Now he has tio spare, perhaps
he will contribute his analysis of what we are dpiight, and what we
are doing wrong, in organising elections in oumd@mber States. I, like
many of my colleagues, would be most interestddsranalysis. Elec-
tion observation is a core business of this Assgnttlt it must lead to
improved electoral processes, instead of less cespeelementary
rights in the electoral process and the ongoindueians and banning of
political parties and politicians from participagim elections and taking
part in political life.

It is a very worrying development that our membeté&s increasingly
exclude elected politicians from doing their pohii work, including in
this Assembly. A growing number of countries cossil appropriate
not to allow certain members of the Assembly tdipigate in election
observation missions or in Committee meetings datSitrasbourg and
Paris. Sometimes parliaments do not allow their avembers to partici-
pate in such activities, and some countries daloiv our members
in—Ukraine, Georgia and Azerbaijan to mention a.fBuwthermore,
some countries are creating so-called blackligtsghohibit politicians,
journalists, human rights activists and others femtering. Russia is
known for doing that, and Ukraine has just publishdist of 400 black-
listed people. Member States of the European Unawe produced a
long list of politicians from the Russian Federatand Ukraine who are
not allowed in. If Europe does not allow parliameiatas to meet, to talk
and to make decisions together, we are on the wirac§.

On top of all that, this Assembly has excluded,good or bad reasons,
the delegation of our biggest member State frortigiaating on an
equal footing, after which that member State detila to allow elected
members of parliament to participate in any padwfwork in Russia.
Whatever reasons lie behind that exclusion, imdtely makes no sense.
All these exclusionary measures make us lame dxkess the rappor-
teur agree that we are moving backwards and thahaeeld do our ut-
most to overcome the very worrying exclusions inmember States
and in our Assembly? Does he support the idealiAssembly
should, to begin with, call for an end to the blesting of politicians and
the exclusion of members of parliament from doimgjrtjob?

(The speaker continued in German.)

Thank you, Andreas. You have worked very hard for us



(The speaker continued in English.)
We wish you well, and we will miss you.

THE PRESIDENT* — Would the rapporteur like to replywioThat is
not the case. Then we will continue. | call Mr Arie

Mr ARIEV (Ukraine)— In this part-session we will focus on the migra-
tion crisis in Europe, which has caused instabditgl new challenges on
the continent. In these circumstances, the ComenitteMigration, Ref-
ugees and Displaced Persons plays a leading rthe iAssembly’s ac-
tions, and the chairman plays a key role in thah@dtee.

At the August Bureau meeting in Paris, we discussease that hap-
pened this summer involving Mr Mariani. A groupFeeEnch members
of parliament—including delegates to this AssenihMariani, Mr
Pozzo Di Borgo and Ms Dalloz—nbrutally trespassedJ&rainian and
international legislation with their visit to Ruasroccupied Crimea from
Moscow. That action looks like an act of disrespeche territorial in-
tegrity of Ukraine. | remind members that paragr@pi the code of
conduct for members of the Parliamentary Assentialies: “Members
shall respect the values of the Council of Eurogktha general princi-
ples of behaviour of the Assembly and not takeaatiypon which would
cause damage to the reputation and integrity oAgsmbly or its mem-
bers.” Action taken by the aforementioned colleagtentradicted not
only two paragraphs of the members’ code of condutfive Assembly
resolutions adopted one-and-a-half years ago—twhbasfe resolutions
were drafted by the Migration Committee—which isirad of tyranny.
Those facts reduce the credibility of the Commitediair and mem-
bers, and the Ukrainian delegation revised itsidentce in Mr Mariani.

During our discussions at the last Bureau in AugdstMariani said in
response to my speech that if | could find an exarmaphim not being a
fair chairperson, he was ready to withdraw—that the minutes. To-
day our colleagues proposed the matter for disonsbut Mr Mariani
did everything to avoid the discussion in the Cottesi He is playing
with the rules, not following the rules. That i fair, and | hope Mr
Mariani will keep his promise.

At the Bureau meeting this morning we also disadiss®ther potential
conflict. Mr Hunko, who also illegally visited theecupied part of the
Donetsk region, has been nominated to take parmmmssion to observe
local elections in Ukraine. Mr Hunko has expressedegrets and has
made no excuses, and it is a provocative act &Gitoup of the Unified
European Left to nominate him to the mission in Ukeawhich shows



the group’s wish to bless the violation of Ukramend international law
despite the existing code of conduct for Assembdyniners.

| ask the Bureau to consider sending the aforemeed cases, and pre-
vious similar cases, to the Rules Committee to &rsblution in order to
avoid conflicts between the Assembly’s immunityutegions and local
legislation of our member States. | call for albigps to abstain from
conflict nominations before the Rules Committeecamtes its conclu-
sion. On behalf of the Ukrainian delegation | ¢aflall Assembly mem-
bers not to visit Russian-occupied territoriesontcavention of Ukrain-
ilan and international legislation and to strictjlédw legal procedures to
avoid unnecessary conflicts.

THE PRESIDENT* — Thanks. | call Mr Beneyto.

Mr BENEYTO (Spain¥ — | take the floor to pay personal tribute to
Andy Gross. | thank him for his work over many yegr the Council of
Europe. We have had different views on many isduésye have al-
ways been able to come to an agreement. Sometieneasable to ob-
tain a majority for his position, and on other ioas it was my side,
but | pay a personal tribute to him in bidding Harewell. He always
sought democratic consensus, dialogue and theéyalilexpress and
champion different views.

| will quickly touch on three issues that are diseAndy Gross and that
are in his progress report. The first is the situatacing the World Fo-
rum for Democracy. We all know that democracy isagile substance,
and it is being threatened in Europe by populissmfthe extreme right
generated by xenophobia, intolerance and the ihatolunderstand
each other. The forum works to foster the exchamgpioions, and |
wish to speak in favour of democratic consensuspatidies of reason.
There are increasing opportunities for us to spesland reach agree-
ment, which is democracy in practice, and it isitdong that populism,
extremism and radical xenophobia are spreadingtaedtening the cen-
tral policy of dialogue that Andy Gross embodies.

The most important thing is intercultural and inteligious dialogue,
which is the platform for the future of Europe. \é&nnot escape the fun-
damental importance of dialogue with other religiamd openness to
other religions, cultural pluralism and religiousnalism, which are part
and parcel of the Europa cultural identity—thatig third point. The
European cultural heritage is the basis of Europeamocracy. Often,

the European Union and European integration have lbesed on eco-
nomic and technocratic criteria. We in the CountiEurope are the
conscience of European values. We can never ftrgetentral to the
DNA of the Council of Europe is European culture armbncern for the



European cultural heritage. We cannot abandon ealkerthat line,
which has been so essential ever since the fourfidihgrs created the
Council of Europe, predicated on a cultural ideaatTultural idea must
be preserved, upheld and buttressed.

The PRESIDENT* — Thank you, Mr Beneyto. | call Mr Huseyn

Mr HUSEYNOV (Azerbaijan)- This part-session and this report have a
symbolic meaning for my country of Azerbaijan.dtthe 15th anniver-
sary of our successful activities in the ParliaragnAssembly, and this
report is the 60th report of the Standing Commiéed Bureau on the
progress and implementation of the Assembly’s dis: Our 15-year
term and the chain of 60 reports enable us to dvgwal conclusions

and to note the most progressive and negative @speour work.

The report obviously demonstrates the dynamicsefttivities of the
Parliamentary Assembly and the sensible attitudettie Council of Eu-
rope takes to the greatest problems of the pdliticd social life of Eu-
rope. However, there is also the dangerous pressrdmuble standards,
which are a permanent element of the Council of geiactivities.
When assessing the activities of the Bureau an&tideding Committee,
we should consider not only the work that has begremented, but the
activities where there has been a failure in imgletation.

It is a principal rule of our Organisation thatimember State creates
impediments to a rapporteur who has been appobyéde Bureau, thus
preventing his entry to the country and his inygggton of the facts and
events on the ground, the disobedient countrybgested to punitive
measures, including sanctions. If such a prinaipial exists, why is it
not applied to all States equally? The progressrtames not contain a
single word about the related unlawful activitié\omenia. However,
during the progress report period, Armenia didprovide opportunities
for the two rapporteurs to visit the country whal lieeen authorised to
investigate two serious problems.

Ms Milica Markovi, the rapporteur on inhabitants of frontier regiohs
Azerbaijan who are deliberately deprived of waded Mr Robert Wal-
ter, the rapporteur on the escalation of tensiddagorno-Karabakh and
other occupied territories of Azerbaijan, have li#é time to conclude
their work and submit their reports. None the Iégsyenia has persis-
tently prevented their visits and left most of thequiries without reply.
That is an alarming precedent that will serve asgative example for
other member States.

It is surprising that the Bureau betrays its mogiartant principles and
rules in respect of Armenia. For what secret resislmes Armenia enjoy



such a kind and protective attitude, regardlessondifferent and in-
sulting attitude to the Bureau and the Council ofdpe more generally,
as was expressed in the rejection of two rapp@®eDo you not see that
such an approach discredits the image of the CbahEurope?

We would like those alarming aspects of our adgsito reverberate in
the reports of the Bureau and the Standing Comeitdafortunately, it
has not happened this time, yet again. If thatsmof events continues,
double standards and unfairness will take deeerimaur work, thus
generating new implications. One cannot avoid dapdahis.

THE PRESIDENT* — Thank you, Mr Huseynov. | call Ms Zimme
mann.

Ms ZIMMERMANN (France)*— Recently, many people have been very
exercised about the lack of visibility of the Coilioé Europe. If we

want our work to be better recognised, we mustsugmd encourage

the Council of Europe. | will mention two examplaat show that when
we bravely defend our values and convictions, webrang about pro-
gress in human rights not only in Europe, but thhaug the world.

We have just celebrated the first anniversary efahtry into force of the
Istanbul Convention, the first legally binding tie&o deal with violence
against women. How could we not be pleased atubeess and interest
to which that text has given rise? It is a pior@@vention. For the first
time, violence towards women is recognised as latom of human
rights. For the first time, it is strongly affirmeidat the principle of zero
tolerance must apply in this area. Our Assemblyah@de to play — a
role that no other assembly can play — in the eatelo of the implemen-
tation of the treaty. Of course, the black book/mience against women
is far from closed, but we should be proud of aumention; we should
be proud to make it known that this indispensatié¢ was produced by
the Council of Europe.

Secondly, the ratification of the Medicrime Conventby Guinea on 30
May meant that that convention on combating coteitestrugs achieved
the requisite number of ratifications to enter ifdce. Tomorrow, we
will debate the cost of drugs, transparency andlictsof interest. This
is the only convention that aims to consolidatefitjet against counter-
feit drugs. The text indicates our values becaosaterfeit drugs under-
mine public confidence in health systems and tim@nitoring authori-
ties. In fact, they undermine our democracies. athy | hope that
France, which signed the text as early as 201 1pary other member
countries will ratify the convention soon. The taas been submitted to
the French Parliament.



Our Assembly and all our members of parliament rdegtnd those
conventions to their parliaments and governments st explain to
our citizens that the Council of Europe is not dingbout judgments be-
ing handed down by the European Court of Human Rigbur visibility
Is essential to the survival of this Assembly. Wesimot forget that
among inter-parliamentary assemblies, this is drieeorare assemblies
that has true power, starting with the appointneépadges to the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights.

We are at a crossroads. We are faced with incrg&sinsions and crises
that are getting more and more serious. The ol@sipean Assembly
cannot give up. That is part of our dignity as merslod parliament —
that is what is at stake. Also at stake is the radpkose throughout Eu-
rope and the world who defend our values, theatilaw and democ-
racy.

The PRESIDENT* — Thank you, Ms Zimmermann. | call Mr Seyi.

Mr SEYIDOV (Azerbaijan)- First, let me express my gratitude to the
rapporteur, Mr Andreas Gross, for his report. important to note that
one of the most experienced and valued peoplasrPdrliamentary As-
sembly has criticised the European institutionsankyou, Andy, for
understanding and for taking such an approach.

Twenty years ago, Azerbaijan was faced with the lpralof refugees
and internally displaced persons. Can you imaginmellion refugees in
a population of 9 million people? However, we maththat situation.
We resettled those people. We gave them norma awel all the condi-
tions that are necessary for human beings. Recemtlyave seen the sit-
uation in Turkey. Turkey alone has resettled andmopportunities to 2
million refugees from Syria, spending more tharbiifon. Today |

want to congratulate Hungary. During the meetings® political
groups, the leader of the Hungarian delegation damer group meet-
ing and explained how difficult it was to be on fhant line of the
Schengen zone — if | may put it like that. Why h#dwee countries been
able to manage the situation, even if with diffimd and problematic is-
sues? Azerbaijan, Turkey and Hungary have the unistits, but the Eu-
ropean Union, the European Community, does not kagk institutions.

We should admit that for 20 years in this Assemixdyhave done our
best to create a more visible and valuable imagado-governmental
institutions. We have done our best to create a gmage for civil soci-
ety, but not for the parliaments of States, and m@ican see that with-
out States, governments and parliaments we canawoage the crisis.
When we discuss such things as this or that statbaing so perfect, we
should first do our best for government and pariatwithin that State



— not destroy the government or parliament of #aeSThank God that
realisation is returning to the Parliamentary AdslgimMy friends in dif-
ferent international organisations have confessatidemocracy is not a
fruit that can be exported, as Mr Xucla said. Humghts are so valua-
ble and such an important thing that we shouldgatat together, not
separately in each country. Shared values shouttistrébuted and
shared in real life when we are thinking about stability, real States
and real parliaments.

The PRESIDENT* — Thank you, Mr Seyidov. The next speakfr
Sabella from Palestine, Partner for Democracy.

Mr SABELLA (Palestine)- Parliamentary work is not simply prepara-
tion of reports, attendance at meetings or makimgjoposition on issues
clear again and again; it is rendering our workenmersonally, over-rid-
ing differences and emphasising that problems ing&eirope and in its
southern neighbourhood touch all of us and thaheex to find answers
together. Mr Andreas Gross, in his report, has g@téied the ideal that
we should work together in spite of differences.

In the name of the Palestinian delegation, | thenksross for his exam-
ple. I will also ask him a couple of questions. Hoam we promote the
same values as in Europe in the southern Meditearanr Africa when
economic and other indicators show increasing iaktyuand increasing
disparities between the relatively rich Europe #r@more and more dis-
advantaged South? How can we use the Partner fopBracy pro-
gramme that includes Morocco, Palestine and soeopé, Jordan, Kyr-
gyzstan and other countries in order to find in§thal answers to prob-
lems affecting all of us? In that sense, the moéfered by parliamentar-
lans such as Mr Gross prompts us all to work togredind to find solu-
tions together; we must not simply repeat our pmsstad infinitum and,
at certain times, ad nauseam.

Thank you, Mr Gross. In the name of Palestine aadP#iestinian dele-
gation, | wish you all the best in your future eadeurs.

The PRESIDENT* — Thank you, Mr Sabella. | call Mr Bahaya

Mr BABAYAN (Armenia¥ — Mr Huseynov’s statement that Armenia
rejects the visit of any PACE rapporteur to Armesiaothing but a bla-
tant lie. Consultation on the dates of the visiteapporteurs is in pro-
gress. | have no need to remind colleagues thastAzerbaijan that
consistently rejected the visit of Mr Strasser wherwas preparing his
report. That is a well-known fact. | thank Mr Grdes his comprehen-
sive work.



Nagorno-Karabakh is topical in the Assembly’s Cotteeion Political
Affairs and Democracy. Recent escalation of tensiothe Armenia-
Azerbaijan border is a cause of serious concerrbrBgking the Minsk
Group principles of peaceful negotiation, Azerbaipatensified cease-
fire violations by using heavy weaponry not onlytba line of contact
with Nagorno-Karabakh, but also along the bordereawith the Tavush
region in Armenia. Among the victims of that violdireach of interna-
tional law are peaceful residents. Far from the @diate danger zone,
four young Armenian soldiers engaged in everydaiyities 5 km away
from the front line were killed, and 16 were woudd®ne day ago, in
the garden of their own homes, three women pedgdélling care of
their families were killed in front of their lovazhes. My colleagues and
| have visited those areas personally and havetbeesestruction. With
such provocations, Baku demonstrates its disregattd for human life
and for its own commitments. This is yet anotheitdwgttempt of the
Azerbaijani authorities to divert attention fronetbutrageous human
rights situation in their country and the growingicism of the interna-
tional community.

Another important reason why Azerbaijan blatantblates its own
commitments is the absence of targeted criticisrthbyinternational
community, which is wrongly perceived by Baku aedds to human
losses. | call on the Parliamentary Assembly ofr@@dwf Europe to pay
attention to the behaviour of Azerbaijan and toartake required
measures, because the Azerbaijani side is obvidlislgne to provoke
new tensions on the border and it is Azerbaijanltaa to take and will
have all the responsibility for further developntentassure you, that
provocation is organised by Azerbaijan. | add thatArmenian army
can protect our borders, which it has proved mangd. Thank you for
your attention.

The PRESIDENT* — Thank you, Mr Babayan. That closedishef
speakers. The rapporteur, Mr Gross, has the floor.

Mr GROSS (Switzerland) — | thank Jordi Xucla, Ctomher Chope,
Tiny Kox, José Maria Beneyto and Bernard Sabelldheir very nice
personal words. | shall not forget them; | shaéfx¢hem in my heart. |
wish the same to them, and | am grateful for thedgm-operation that
we have had.

Jordi and Tadeusz made the very good point thatandearn from
Libya. We hear now that the French are bombing Hat Tay be the
right thing to do but it is certainly not the orityng. When we want to
overcome these conflicts and wars, we have to de than just bomb.
After we bombed Libya we left it alone, and thatreased the problems
even more. That is one lesson that we should takeaccount.



Tiny made the very good point that we could addheodrisis if we do
not tackle Russia. He is right. There is regressiene, not progress; |
said disaster report, not progress report. Onbeétements that |
thought we should take into account is that in alstown close to St
Petersburg, a parliamentarian who was elected inatedyg lost his seat
again because he criticised what he saw as ther@uoeat’s illegal ac-
tions in Crimea. That should not be possible amlnbt acceptable. We
should protect and help these people to overcomékitid of thing.

On the other hand, we should again include theiRus$n our dialogue
and our work. Of course they will never carry ottatvwe ask them to
do, but we have some propositions that they shiolllolv as a condition
of coming back. When we do not do anything, weagetajority against
them as we did in January. When we want them badkne want to
have a majority for their credentials, both we #rel will have to come
together and find common elements of work — fotanse, a common
working group of the Ukrainian and Russian Parliateend the Parlia-
mentary Assembly to observe and evaluate humatsragimditions in
Crimea. That is one of the three possibilities thatdiscussed in the Bu-
reau and the Presidential Committee, as you know.

Mr Ariev, | agree with Tiny that we should not emarthe obstacles in
the way of members of our Parliamentary Assembtgrarg and observ-
ing. Although perhaps you think they did not resmec internal rules,
international co-operation standards and agreenmaves a higher qual-
ity, so to speak. That is why you should be toleranthe sense that say-
ing “This was a mistake and we do not like it” slibmot be used to un-
dermine the possibility of us working together hesmit is to our com-
mon benefit.

José Maria Beneyto made the very good point thatnderestimate the
World Forum for Democracy, where the Council of Eagdries to be
the place where the crisis of democracy is consdigackled and ana-
lysed in the sense of making good propositions paAfdamentarians
tend to forget about the 1 000 young people whoectsom about 20
countries and work in summer schools for democrAsya reward, they
are invited to come here and take part in thisgglaitpering. Perhaps the
parliamentarians should use that more seriouslyt@kalpart in it. As a
member of the Scientific Committee, | try to impeahe quality of the
forum’s speakers and organisation.

My Huseynov, | can tell you that Armenia was neaelissue in any of
the Bureau discussions, so it cannot be an isstieiBureau’s report.
Perhaps the real issue is that in order to savedety today, we have
to transnationalise. The point that Europe is mgsrthe transnational
institutions, which take over what the State aloaenot do any more.



All the catastrophes that we have lived through yi@ar are issues that
no State alone can tackle. In order to do it togrette need new institu-
tions, but in order to get them we also need t@ddemocracy because
people are not ready to build new institutions olgtsheir democratic
scope.

Mr Sabella, as you see | have no time to answer goestions, but |
promise you that we will come to your homelandcdss the issue seri-
ously and answer your questions. Thank you veryhmuc

(Ms Brasseur, President of the Assembly, took ther@hpiace of Mr
Rouque)

THE PRESIDENT* — Once again | thank the rapporteur Gviss, for
the work that he has done today. | reiterate mgkkao him for all the
work that he has done over many years in the Paglidary Assembly.
His voice will be missed, as indeed will his idéd& did not always
share his ideas, which sometimes were controvelsiait is important
to have debates that give opportunities to voitedd different ideas. |
listened carefully to his answers to Members just,;and they give us
excellent food for thought about how to find sadas to problems
through a multinational approach. One cannot g inwardly towards
one’s own nation state. Thank you once again, Anhst warmly.

In Addendum | to the Progress Report, the Bureguoygs the proposal
of the Monitoring Committee that no monitoring pedare should be
opened in respect of France. Is there any objetbidine proposal?

There is no objection, so the proposal by the Busgaithe Monitoring
Committee not to open a monitoring procedure impees of France is
agreed to.

The Bureau has proposed a number of referencesrtmitees for rati-
fication by the Assembly, set out in Doc. 13872hksre any objection to
the proposed references to committees?

There is no objection, so the references are amatov

| invite the Assembly to approve the other decisiohthe Bureau, as set
out in the Progress Report (Doc. 13872 and Addenijlum

The Progress Report of the Bureau and the Standimgn@tiee is ap-
proved.



